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The Keys to Good Photography
By Geoffrey L. Handy, in consultation with Frantz Dantzler,
Director, HSUS North Central Regional Office
easoned investigators will say it over and over again: a good
photograph is often the key to a successful prosecution.
What better way is there to convey to a courtroom, simply and
honestly, the sad state of a starving and diseased cat that has been
left to die? And what better way is there to show a judge or jury
the neck of a horrendously neglected dog, whose collar is embedded
deep in his flesh?
Because the judge or the jury cannot witness animal cruelty
firsthand, there is no better or more practical way. Only a photo
graph has the power to transcend space and time and preserve as

Not only are instant-print films
generally expensive, but most
produce softening highlights and
high contrasts, two elements
guaranteed to destroy the
dramatic visuals needed for top
quality evidence.
Another minus is that most
instant-print films produce no
negative. This means that to
Shot with a flash and an f-stop of 8.0, this photo taken at a Virginia make a reprint or enlargement,
horse auction shows the state of a neglected ex-racehorse.
an inter-negative must be made
from the positive print, which
evidence the sight of a victim of neglect or abuse.
often results in appreciable loss of detail. Contrast
Because of that, a good photograph can be the
that with the 35mm SLR camera, which can take
difference between a cruelty case that is suc
pictures that can be enlarged to 8x 10s without
cessful and one that is not. That's why
nearly as much loss of quality.
photography is one of the most important skills
Any reputable camera shop should be able to
for the cruelty investigator to master. Fortu
help an investigator choose a model that's ap
nately, with today's advanced technology, using a
propriate for investigative work. Shops are also
camera effectively is easier than ever.
the best source for information on the various
kinds of lenses and filters best suited for situa
What's the Best Equipment?
tions commonly faced by investigators. Depending
Investigators working under a tight budget
on the accessories you want, plan on spending be
shouldn't fret that the equipment they can afford
tween $200 and $500.
won't do an adequate job. "It's not necessary to
have an expensive camera to take good pictures
What's the Best Kind of Film?
for investigations," says Frantz Dantzler, director
"Black-and-white film has some good advan
of The HSUS North Central Regional Office.
tages over color," says Dantzler. At an emotional
Generally, a thirty-five millimeter single-lens
level, black-and-white film best conveys the
reflex (SLR) camera will strike the perfect balance seriousness of animal cruelty. Although color film
between cost and effectiveness. SLR cameras can
is better to use when flesh wounds are involved,
be fully automatic and motor driven, or they can
be operated manually. They have interchangeable
SHELTER SENSE (ISSN 0734-3078) is published by
The National Humane Education Center, a division of
lenses, come with an array of accessories, and can
The Humane Society of the United States, 5430
be used with a variety of films.
Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100, Bethesda, MD 20814.
Small cameras such as 110 or disc cameras are
Subscription rates (in U.S. currency): one year (ten
handy to carry around in your uniform pocket for
renewals-$8; two years-$12; additional sub
issues)-$8;
undercover work, for emergency use when you're
scriptions to the same name and address-$6 each
away from your vehicle, or even for recording or
West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of The
dinary animal control violations. They're ex
HSUS's registration and financial documents from the
tremely cheap, too. But because the prints lack
Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV
detail and are usually grainy, they have limited
25305. Registration does not imply endorsement.
usefulness for most applications.
HSUS Vice President, Companion Animals ..Phyllis Wright
Instant-print cameras such as Polaroids are
Editor, Shelter Sense . ..Rhonda Lucas Donald
helpful when investigators need immediate
Assistant Editor ................Geoffrey L. Handy
evidence for magistrates or judges in order to ob
© 1991 The Humane Society of the United States.
tain a search warrant. Like disc cameras,
All rights reserved.
however, instant-print cameras are not recom
mended for the bulk of investigative work.
Shelter Sense is printed on recycled paper.
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black-and-white film will generally be more effec
tive in court. "Color film," says Dantzler, "often
has the tendency to give the viewer the impres
sion that things are not as bad as you had
described."
It won't help you in court, but don't forget the
"newsletter value" of photos either. Because they
make better halftones, black-and-white photos are
better than color to reprint with the account of
the cruelty case in the next society newsletter.
Because we live in a color world, however, some
prosecutors and judges may actually prefer color
prints. It's wise to check ahead of time with any
court officials you regularly work with. Also, since
black-and-white film is less popular than it used
to be, it now costs more to process. However,
many law enforcement agencies have labs that
may be able to process black-and-white film for
you at lower costs than other sources.
In court, prints are usually better to use than
color slides. First of all, you must make advance
arrangements to present slides in the courtroom,
and showing them can be disruptive to the flow of
testimony. Furthermore, slides can't be passed
around, held, and looked at repeatedly. When
you're trying to prosecute a case, photos are
usually the best evidence you've got. Why limit
the judge or jury to one or two quick showings?
The speed of the film is also something to con
sider. Dantzler recommends 400 ASA film as the
best all-around choice, one that is effective in
most applications. Keep in mind, however, that
high speed films such as 400 ASA and higher will
generally appear a little grainier than slower
films when printed in large sizes such as 8x 10s.

fective, professional, and no more expensive to
shoot an entire roll of film-from different angles,
different distances, etc."
When you consider the investments in time, ef
fort, and money to bring a case to prosecution, the
monetary costs of buying and developing a roll or
two of film are negligible relative to the potential
rewards of just one dramatic photograph.
Investigators shouldn't err on the other side,
either. "It's detrimental to use too many pic
tures," says Dantzler, "so you must pick only the
best few." He suggests that you obtain from the
processor a "proof' sheet (or "contact" sheet),
which displays the negatives for each roll of film
on one sheet. Then, examine the negatives with a
magnifying glass, choose the best ones-possibly
even with the help of the prosecuting attorney
and have them printed in 8x 10s. Those size
prints are best viewed at arm's length and afford
the investigator more courtroom credibility than
smaller sizes.

Learn Photographic Techniques

There is, of course, much the investigator can do
to improve his or her photographic success besides
taking plenty of pictures and hoping for the best.
Ribaudo, for one, suggests that cruelty in
vestigators with limited photographic expertise in
vest in a local photography class. Such classes are
frequently offered through community colleges

How Can I Take Good Pictures?

There's a maxim in photography that goes
something like this: Take enough photographs,
and one or two are bound to come out right. That
saying applies no more accurately to any en
deavor than it does to investigative photography.
"The blind squirrel has to get lucky sooner or
later," says Frank Ribaudo, program coordinator
for The HSUS New England Regional Office.
"When I first became involved in animal work,"
he adds, "my first cruelty investigations involved
taking a few photos for a single case. I wanted to
save money for the society I worked for. After
years of experience, I now realize it's more ef-

BEFORE. Nellie is photographed 12/12/87 afier being
seized at the Animals' Farm Home in Ellenville, NY.
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AFTER. Proper documentation helps show
Nellie's dramatic recovery after mange treatments.
and adult education programs.
It may sound obvious, but investigators should
above all else read the instruction manual that
comes with the camera. HSUS Vice President for
Companion Animals Phyllis Wright recommends
a practice session or two, during which you take a
variety of shots and record the camera settings
you used for each one. Later, review the prints to
see what worked and what didn't.
As you try to improve your technique, remem
ber first of all that your eye and the lens of a
camera "see" things differently. Your eye, for ex
ample, automatically selects and focuses only on
things that attract you. The camera lens, in con
trast, sees everything equally in its field of vision
. and does not automatically "select" certain
objects.
In practical terms, this means that everything
you see through the camera's viewfinder, in
cluding distracting elements, will show up in the
photo graph unless you take steps to eliminate
them. Often, such as when you stand back to take
a panoramic shot of an entire scene, nothing will
be distracting because you'll want to show
everything. For these instances, most of today's
cameras have an "automatic exposure" setting
that allows you to focus and shoot without worry
ing about making any other adjustments to the
camera. Similarly, some cameras automatically
adjust to the speed of film you're using.
Sometimes, though, you'll want to get rid of any
distracting elements you see through the
viewfinder. To eliminate these means to change
the photo graph's composition, something that
4 SHELTER SENSE/APRIL 1991

with practice should become second nature. Mov
ing closer to the subject, naturally, is the easiest
way to eliminate those elements that distract
from the main subject of interest. But you can
also change a photo's composition by varying any
one of these other factors: the angle of the camera
from the subject, the subject's position, the direc
tion of the light source, and the depth of field.
Manipulating the depth of field is one of the
more technical aspects of picture-taking with
automatic cameras. A photo graph's depth of field
is the area of the photo that is in focus, including
the subject itself and the areas in front of and
behind the subject. The camera's aperture (lens
opening, or f-stop), focal length (e.g., normal
[50mm], wide-angle [35mm], or telephoto [100mm
or above]), and its distance from the subject all
determine the depth of field.
One important rule to remember is that making
the aperture smaller and moving away from the
subject will increase the depth of field, which
means that more area in front of and behind the
subject will be in focus. Thus, to blur back ground
distractions such as scenery, you would make the
aperture larger. F-stop settings on the camera in
versely determine the size of the aperture. For ex
ample, a setting of 2.0, according to Dantzler,
would effectively blur the unwanted back ground
of a subject near the camera; a setting of 16.0, ac
cording to Wright, would give sharp clarity to
almost everything in the picture. Changing the
focal length will also affect the depth of field; for
example, a telephoto lens shortens it, while a
wide-angle lens increases it. Be aware that how
much you're able to manipulate the depth of field
will also depend on the speed of the film and the
amount of light. Again, many cameras can be set
to automatically adjust to both the speed of the
film you're using and the varying intensities of
light. Other cameras have built-in light meters
that allow you to provide the correct exposure.

How to Best Use Photos in Court

How much your photo graphs will help your case
is often a function of how well the photos are
documented. Many investigators will actually in
clude a written card next to the animal-as part
of the photo gr aph-that has information on it
such as the date, time, temperature, and exact
location of the photo, the case (or animal) iden-

tification number, and the investigator's name.
Some cameras are able to automatically print the
date on one corner of each negative; you can also
request that the camera shop or police lab that
processes your photos include the processing date
on the back of each print. A pre-made label or
stamp is another option; it can be applied to the
back of each print and filled out.
Including your own face in at least one picture
is a good way to document to the court that you
were in fact at the scene. A camera with a timer
can easily accomplish this. "A timer is of the ut
most importance," says Ribaudo, "especially since
most ACOs often work alone."
Another tactic that can be helpful is including a
size reference in certain close-up shots. For in
stance, holding a hand or ruler next to the wound
of an abused animal will give the judge or jury a
better idea of the scope of the abuse.
When presenting photos, it's also a good idea to
make sure the court is aware of the overall layout
of the property and areas the photos cover. A
hand-drawn sketch or a photo graph of the prop
erty taken from a distance can both accomplish
this. With such a photo or sketch in hand, it's
easy to demonstrate the location and direction of
the camera at the time each picture was taken.
In addition to the pictures of animals, their living

conditions, and other evidential materials found
on the premises, another type of photo graph can
be extremely useful. "Before and after" photos of
animals who are held a period of time can be a
dramatic way of showing the difference between the
animal when first discovered and the animal after
being properly cared for. If possible, both the "be
fore" and "after" shots should be taken with the
animal in the same position and lighting conditions.
Finally, don't ignore the "code of ethics" of
legal, or forensic, photo graphy. Tell the lab that
processes your film that your negatives must re
main unretouched; some shops will routinely pro
vide a form for these instructions. Another no-no
is excessive cropping, a procedure whereby you
enlarge a small portion of the negative to make it
appear to be the entire photograph. Later "re
creating" a cruelty scene is another deceptive
practice that should be avoided.
Taking good photographs and presenting them
to the court in an organized and documented
fashion are the best ways to help your case. With
a little practice, effective photography can become
one of the constants in all your investigations.

Please see next month's issue of Shelter Sense for
guidelines on the use of camcorders for cruelty in
vestigations.

Balloons Threaten Marine Life) Create Litter
By Rhonda Lucas Donald
alloon releases signify celebration and joy,
and the sight of bright balloons floating into
the sky is festive and lovely. But as the saying
goes, what goes up must come down, and the
result of a balloon release is not the pretty spec
tacle that lasts a few moments. The end result is
ugly litter and a serious threat to marine animals
who ingest the downed balloons.
What happens to helium balloons when they are
released? In an experiment conducted during Na
tional Science & Technology Week, over 250,000
helium-filled balloons were released in St. Louis,
Missouri, to investigate the directions winds blow.
Each balloon had an identification tag enabling a
person who finds it to report its location. One
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Sea turtles, many species of which are endangered,
seem especially likely to ingest balloons.
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of the four groups didn't even have to approach
an agency; a concerned advertiser sought them
out to donate his award-winning, pro bono efforts.
The four ads featured here were done by dif
ferent ad agencies for four different animal
groups. In each case, the ad agency waived its fee,
while the humane group paid the expenses of pro
ducing the ad-the printing, photography, and
mailing costs, which are not included in the
agency's fee. In most cases, much of the cost for
production was also either waived or significantly
reduced. Three of the four ads have won awards
for excellence in advertising competitions.
Ad agency spokesmen point out their willingness

month after the release, only five percent of the
balloons had been located. One of the balloons
had traveled from the release site all the way to
Sable Island, 90 miles off the Atlantic coast of
Canada. Who knows what happened to the re
maining 95 percent of those test balloons?
The Center for Marine Conservation has
counted balloon refuse on beaches nationwide. In
1988, volunteers collected trash on beaches during
a three-hour period, counting the types of refuse
found. Workers found 10,444 balloons in the
three-hour period. In 1989, that figure jumped to
18,251. From these numbers, it becomes clear that
balloon releases are really just a form of littering.
Unfortunately, creating litter isn't the only
damage balloons can do. The necropsies of many
dead sea animals have revealed balloons or pieces
of balloon lodged in the animals' throats or in
testines. The Marine Mammal Stranding Center
in Brigantine, New Jersey, studied a dead sperm
whale and found a mylar balloon blocking the en
trance to the intestines. The whale had died of
starvation.
Bob Schoelkopf, founding director of the center,
pointed out a study in which small pieces of
balloon were fed to sea turtles. The turtles re
tained the latex in their systems for up to five
months, after which time they eventually passed
the material in large masses. The latex never
broke down, but instead clumped up in the
turtles' systems.
When asked why sea animals eat balloons and
other refuse, Schoelkopf explained that "before
man came around, everything in the ocean was
edible. The animals have not yet evolved to know
that this isn't so anymore."
Fortunately, many groups have recognized the
problems caused by balloon launches and have
acted to stop them. The cities of Baltimore,
Maryland, and Louisville, Kentucky, have made it

During a 1989 beach cleanup, volunteers found
18,251 balloons in only three hours.
unlawful to release balloons into the atmosphere.
The National Park Service has restricted the
use of helium-filled balloons within the national
park system. The states of Florida, Connecticut,
and Tennessee have laws prohibiting balloon
releases, and other states are considering similar
laws.
As a leader for animal protection in your com
munity, please educate individuals and groups
about the undesirable effects of balloon releases
on the environment and the animals. There are
many alternatives to balloon releases that do no
harm. The Center for Marine Conservation sug
gests releasing balloons indoors in a large
building, sponsoring a kite day, or planting trees
or flowers.
The Center for Marine Conservation has re
cently published a pamphlet on balloons and their
threat to marine life. For information on ordering
the pamphlet, contact the Center for Marine Con
servation at 1725 DeSales St., NW, Washington,
DC 20036.

Professional Ads Make an Impact) Get Results
By Rhonda Lucas Donald
ome humane groups are lucky enough to get
professional advertising agencies to do cam
paigns for them pro bono. You may wonder how
6 SHELTER SENSE/APRIL 1991
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they do that. In many cases, they just ask.
That's what three of the four groups whose ads
are shown here did, and with terrific results. One

This season Give
r ro
Please Remembeeth
ng
ALittle Som Sioc
ty.
To The Humane ie

to work with humane groups. Ross Lerner of W.B.
Doner in Detroit says their work is "a labor of love.
We are all pet owners and animal lovers, and we
enjoy doing community-oriented, compassionate
campaigns." He says animal issues are "wonder
ful topics that the public reacts well to. They lend
us an opportunity to do a very creative thing."
David Brudon of Bailey, Klepinger, Medrich &
Muhlberg Advertising, explains that these types
of campaigns are good for the agency, too. He
says they are "free advertising for the ad agency.
It's a chance to showcase our work for everybody
and help a great cause," Brudon says. "It's a real
win-win situation."

A self-mailer, this fund appeal brought in over
$51,000 at Christmas for the Humane Society of
Huron Valley in Ann Arbor, Michigan. It was one
of nine projects Bailey, Klepinger, Medrich &
Muhlberg Advertising did for them that year.

Scientists have concluded that, well uh...experts have stated authoritatively that, uh...
a couple people said their dog acted sort of funny about a week before the, uh... gee,
maybe it'd just be nice to have a friend to hug no matter what happens.

THE SPCA

Oakland 569-0702, San Francisco 554-3000

A combined effort for the Oakland and
San Francisco SPCAs, this ad produced
by Goodby, Berlin & Silverstein helped
boost adoptions after the bay area's
earthquake in 1989.
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Patches
It's been said there's no place
like home. Patches wouldn't
know; he's never had onc.

Boris
When Boris wouldn't walk
for the two men who found
him, they tied him to a leash
and draggcd him through thc
streets. When we found him,
we also found out why he
wouldn't walk. His pelvis had
becncrushed.

Buddy
Sarah
Whcn Sarah's owncrs
Wc foundBuddy in a unc
moved, the only thing theylcft bedroom house with forty-onc
behind was trash aru:l liller.
dogs and eight ems. He was
scvcrcly malnourishcd but slill
Sarah was part or thc li!!er.
alive. He was onc ofthc lucky

Cosmo
Cosmo i� a victim of lhc
�addest kind of animal cruclty.
An owner whojust doesn't
want him anymore.

Without your help, we can save only one of these animals.
Which one should it be?

That's the decision we're faced with every
single day at the Michigan Humane Society.
Every day. homeless and abused animals like
Boris and Buddy and Sarah are brought to us
seeking care and shelter. We help them all. But
the painful truth is, there continue to be more
animals in need of homes than there arc homes
to give. Of the 47,000 animals we took in last

year, only one out of five found homes.
That's why we need your help. We ask you,
during this season of giving, to find room in
your heart and your home for Boris or Patches
or any one of the hundreds of animals at
the MHS.
Or you can do the next best thing. You can
make a generous holiday donation. Because

This fund appeal sent out at Christmas
brought the Michigan Humane Society the
most money ever raised by the organiza
tion. Other ads W.B. Doner has done for
them over the past five years have won
awards, including the prestigious Clio.

CARS AREN'T THE ONLYTHIB
ao FORTHBR PARfS.
If your dog or cat gets picked up by the
poLU1d, they'll hold it for fivedays.Aftcrthat, thcy
cansell it to a research laboratO!y.
And \.\rith 26 diffcrcnl pounds in the Twin
Cities. that doesn't give }'OU much time to find
your pet. lf }'OU cvcrdo.
ln February, }'OUrstatc lci-r,islaturc will vutc
on a bill thatwould prcvcnt pouods fromselling

ll
@!)

the more you help, the more we can help. Your
donation not only provides shelter, food and
medicine. It buys the�e homcless·
animals what they so dcsperately need - timc.
So now, which one should t;
,.,.,
we save? One of them'! Orall •&-..::=::....l•
-uure' ·
of them'! You decide.

PAL, Inc. , the Minnesota Pet Owners Association,
used this award-winning ad in newspapers to
educate people about the tragedy of their state's
pound-seizure law. This ad came about when an
advertiser expressed interest in PAL and its work.
Unfortunately, the law was not repealed.

privatc pct.s to labomtories. So plcaseshcw: }'Our
support. Call your st,1Lt> lc1,,risL,tors now. Or call
PAL at: 5'.H ·5:l:1:!, 8:!.!·87.J2, or 7'.M·81i3:l. Or
wrik: PAL. J�O. Box 11557, SL. Paul, !\-IN 55111.

:��;\:?!]�;ifi?t�� PAL
pickL'C! apart.

,\fiwui,l/11 HI (Jim,�.·k�,li1l�m

\h,:al Chord�
f_ 'l�,1i _1 ml11A·, ·al n�«rmi1
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/¥iiJI.
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Progra m Helps Pets of Soldiers
By Rhonda Lucas Donald
hen the Gulf crisis arose, The HSUS sent
out a news release to all shelters informing
them of the potential problems soldiers might face
in finding care for their pets during their absence.
The release encouraged shelters to establish
foster-care programs as well as provide food for
pet owners who might need it. Not only have
shelters begun programs, but many individuals
have responded as well.
The mobilization at Fort Bragg, North Carolina,
brought turmoil to the families of soldiers facing
8 SHELTER SENSE/APRIL 1991

deployment . Major Fairchild, Chief of Psychology ,
was trying to help soldiers and their families cope
with the separation and disruption. During one
session, a soldier expressed unease at the thought
of leaving her dogs and finding someone to care
for them. This was a situation Fairchild had not
considered before . When he brought the problem
up to his wife, she volunteered to undertake the
project of finding foster homes for the pets of
soldiers sent to Saudi Arabia.
Having worked at the state quarantine kennels

in Hawaii, where she also directed a service that
offered care and companionship to quarantined
pets, Sally Fairchild found herself on familiar
ground. Her program became known as Adopt-A
Pet, and is administered through the Fort Bragg
Veterinary Clinic, (9 19) 396-8930.
"After the deployment, " Sally Fairchild ex
plains, "MPs were finding stray dogs and cats all
over the base . " The veterinary clinic, which has
limited animal control facilities, is only able to
keep strays for three days before they are
euthanized. Fairchild decided to work with the
clinic to locate pet owners in need of fostering and
volunteer foster families. "They act as my switch
board, " Fairchild says. "I interview the foster
families on the phone and match them with pets. "
Foster families are responsible for the pets' care
and veterinary treatment. Fairchild requires that
pets be up-to-date on vaccinations and heartworm
preventative and forwards the pets' veterinary
records to the foster families.
Fairchild also encourages owners to spay or
neuter their pets. "I tell them that unaltered
animals are much harder to place , " she says.
Pet owners agree to send a specified amount of
money each month to defray the cost of the pets'
care . In addition, Fairchild asks the pet owners to
make a list of the pets' likes and dislikes to help
both the pets and their foster families adjust to
their new situations. As of February 1 99 1 , Fair
child had placed over 50 pets.

Fostering Military Pets?

T

he HSUS is gathering information on in
dividuals, shelters, and other groups who
have set up foster care programs for the pets of
military personnel deployed in the Gulf War. If
you or a group you work with is offering such a
program, we'd love to hear about it. Just send us
a note briefly describing your program, and
please include a phone number where you can be
reached. Send your letter by April 30 to Shelter
Sense, 5430 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100,
Bethesda, MD 20814.
Your cooperation could help other groups set
up similar programs for use during war or
•
peacetime. Thank you for your help.

"""
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Adopt-A-Pet found many foster homes for the pets of
Desert Storm soldiers.
Everything has not been perfect. "The first
week, I had a puppy come down with parvo, " she
says. "But we worked that out. Most of the
owners leave their credit card numbers on file
with the veterinary clinic should an emergency
arise , and it has worked out well . "
The veterinary clinic and the Army have been
extremely cooperative . At the time of the deploy
ment, the clinic quickly made vaccines available .
And the Army wants Fairchild to write up a
description of her program for use at other posts.
Her only disappointment has been that the local
newspaper has not been willing to cover her
Adopt-A-Pet program. "This would have helped in
finding foster families," she says. But the Army
newspaper has published ads and a local tele
vision station interviewed Fairchild, which
resulted in quite a few prospective foster families.
Eventually, Fairchild hopes that information on
foster care for pets will be included in military
briefings and that planning for pets will go hand
in-hand with other family arrangements. Fair
child has enjoyed her role in helping the soldiers
and their pets. "This service is a real morale
booster for the soldiers," she says. "It means a lot
to them to know that their family will be whole
when they get back . "
SHELTER SENSE/APRIL 1991 9
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Ca t Collector Surrenders 1 02 Ca ts
to Huma ne Society
By Geoffrey L. Handy
ast August, a 78-year-old woman called the
Welfare Society of Allegany County
(AWS, P . O . Box 123, Cumberland, MD 2 1502) to
ask if someone could come and pick up some of
her cats. She said she thought she had too many,
and felt she could no longer care for them.
When ACOs Diane Delaney and Don Miller ar
rived at the woman's second-floor apartment to
pick up the cats, she refused to let them inside .
Instead, she loaded up the animal carrier herself
and gave the officers a truckload full of cats.
Practically all the cats were wild and either
diseased or in poor health. The officers also
smelled a strong urine odor outside the apart
ment. After they had returned to the shelter with
a second truckload of cats, AWS President Donna
Squires knew she had a serious animal collector
on her hands.
She promptly called Tom Butler of Adult Protec
tion Services, a county social service agency, and
asked him to check on the woman. Butler and a
health department nurse went down to visit the
woman's apartment that afternoon. After she
agreed to let them enter her home, they could
hardly believe their eyes.
" You cannot imagine the state of her apart
ment," said Squires, who later went down to help
rescue still more cats from the place . "When you
walked in, there were cats everywhere . The floor
was soaked with cat urine and there were feces in
her bathtub, on her bed, on the floor, in the cor
ners, on the chairs. You couldn't tell the color of
the living room furniture because it was so
covered with cat hair . "
By the end o f the next day, AWS had impound
ed 102 cats, all of whom had to be euthanized.
AWS didn't need to use animal cruelty or public
health as the legal basis for removing the
animals. Instead, Squires and the officers used
what she called "tender loving care . " They were
able to persuade the woman to surrender every
cat-and her one 14-year-old dog-voluntarily.

the odor was so bad, had failed to report the
situation to officials. They apparently liked the
woman enough to disregard the smell.
"The shame of all this," Squires said, "is that
this had been going on for so many years and
nobody did anything about it. And finally this
lady put her hand out and said, 'I need help . '

And finally someone said, 'Okay,' and took the
initiative to help her.
"When you have these people who are collectors,
sometimes that's what it takes. They just get
themselves into a situation they can't get out of. ' '
The woman, at last check, had been placed with a
foster family in a nearby town.

!
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Local PSAs Get Nationwide A irplay

Because the cats were wild, unhealthy, and un
adaptable, A WS had to euthanize all 102 of them.
In addition to calling in social services and the
health department, Squires also contacted two
other agencies. The local housing authority
declared the building unfit for habitation, and the
department of natural resources took the woman's
turtle and snake , animals that AW S does not han
dle . "My theory is that when you have a prob
lem," said Squires, "the more agencies you get in
volved, the better your chance of succeeding . "
According to Squires, the woman had been ac
cumulating cats for at least 30 years. She even
had a standing order at a local grocery store for
nine cases of cat food, among other things, to be
delivered each week.
Especially perplexing was the lack of complaints
from the elderly woman's neighbors. "The stench
from that one apartment could be smelled for half
a block , " said Squires. But even the woman's im
mediate neighbors, who reportedly could never
use the second floor of their own house because

; · umane organizations that are able to pro1 duce television public service announcements
(PSAs) often send copies of the videotapes to a
limited number of stations. The PSAs get some
amount of local airplay, but that's usually where
the exposure ends. Until now, getting more ex
posure for those video messages was usually a
prohibitive and expensive task.
But thanks to the PSA Channel, a free satellite
transmission service, those PSAs can now reach
audiences nationwide . Since February 1990, hun
dreds of organizations have transmitted their
video spots to stations across the country.
Here' s how it works: The PSA Channel, which
is sponsored by Potomac Television/Communica
tions as a community service, strings together on
one tape a number of video PSAs submitted by
associations, government agencies, or other non
profits. On the third Tuesday of each month, the
channel then sends a satellite transmission of the
tape, or "feed," to some 900 public service direc
tors at television stations across the country.
The public service directors are notified of the
feed in advance so that they can prepare to
receive it. They can then review the material at
their convenience , and incorporate the spots into
their programming schedules. Having a variety of
spots on one tape can also allow directors to avoid
the hassle of loading and unloading machines to
review the many PSAs submitted to them.
Each nonprofit association or government agency
may schedule one 60-second PSA timeslot per
month. All entries for the PSA Channel must be
received by the 2nd Tuesday of each month to be

included in the satellite transmission. PSAs must
be on either 3/4" or BetaCam format, and include
a slate clearly identifying the PSA sponsor and a
contact person at the organization. To enhance
chances of airplay, it is recommended that TV
spots provide for localization at the end.
Submissions for the PSA Channel should be
mailed to Kelly Luther, Account Executive,
480 National Press Building, Washington, DC
20045 . For more information, call her at (202)
783-8350.

The Expo is the first international showcase
of the latest equipment, products, technology ,
and services for animal shelter and control pro
grams. Featuring numerous educational semi
nars, Animal Care Expo '92 will focus on up-to
the-minute developments in energy efficient
and environmentally safe products and their
applications.
Mark your calendar now and write or call for
more details: Animal Care Expo '92, P . O . Box
3304, Crestline , CA 92325; (800) 248-EXPO
•
(national) or (714) 338- 1 192 (international).
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Vermont State Fair Halts Pet Sales
or years, the Vermont State Fair, held in Rut
land, Vermont, had sponsored a "pet building"
where people could bring dogs and cats to sell. In
exchange , the fair received a percentage from each
sale. And each September, when the fair was
held, the Rutland County Humane Society (RCHS,
P.O. Box 558, Pittsford, VT 05763) and the county
ACO would face a barrage of complaints.
"Many of the animals were sickly, " says
Rutland ACO Craig Petrie . "Anybody could bring
pets for sale . " RCHS Executive Director Tom
Browe attested that many of the pets later ended
up at the shelter, relinquished as a result of im
pulse buying at the fair.
As public sentiment against the pet building
grew, officials at the fair association began look
ing for alternatives .
"We've worked with the fair association for
years, " says Browe . "It was their decision to stop

the sale . They were just looking for a way out . "
The way out came from the cooperation between
the humane community and fair officials and was
pushed along by the recently passed state pet
lemon law, which makes sellers of pets responsi
ble should an animal become ill or die after pur
chase . "The fair did accept some responsibility for
sick animals after last year's event, and they
wanted this to end," says Browe .
When the fair approached Petrie about an alter
native to the sale, he consulted with Browe, and
the humane society proposed a humane education
display with ongoing demonstrations on pet care
and training, as well as pictures of adoptable
animals at the shelter. "Our proposal was just
what they were looking for, " says Browe .
This whole success story is a lesson in what a
strong and cooperative animal control department
and humane society can do. Petrie attributes the
public response to the pet building to ongoing
humane education efforts. "People are more
aware of humane treatment of animals and
reacted to this situation," he says. Browe adds
that the working relationship with fair officials
"wasn't confrontational . " All parties worked
together to arrive at a solution. "The sta\e !air
was able to set a positive precedent," says\.l:Srowe .
Their example has influenced at least one other
regional fair in Vermont to follow suit.

dustry, the agricultural community sought to pass
laws to protect themselves.
Despite the power of the farm lobby, the Council
was able to reach a compromise in which humane
societies would retain the ability to investigate
small-animal abuse cases. In exchange for relin
quishing the ability to investigate livestock cases,
however, the Council demanded that the state's
mandatory pound seizure law be repealed. "We
were sorry to lose the livestock-especially
horses," Fish says, "but we achieved the best we
could under the circumstances . " The Council
hopes that humane societies will eventually
regain responsibility for handling livestock abuse.
Effective July 1, 199 1 , pound seizure will no
longer be mandatory. Each local animal control
agency will be able to decide the disposition of its
unwanted animals.
The Council hopes to continue their cooperative
efforts statewide and to foster a better under
standing of the functions of humane societies. It
also wishes to encourage the establishment of
other humane societies within the state. For more
information on the Council, its goals, or member
ship, please write to P . O . Box 202 7 , Rapid City,
SD 57702.

Pound Seizure is Out in SD

Puppies and kittens will no longer be part of the
"wares" sold at the Vermont State Fair.
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ecently, the South Dakota Council of Humane
Societies met in Pierre , South Dakota, to
establish policies for the new statewide council
formed last fall. Member organizations repre
sented were from the cities of Sioux Falls, Rapid
City, Watertown, Aberdeen, Pierre , and Lead.
The C ouncil was established to promote the
humane care of animals within the state through
education, legislation, and enforcement of existing
laws. And it didn't wait long to get involved and
help overturn the state's mandatory pound seizure
law.
Work on this measure began, explains council
member Ronnette Fish, when "farm groups drew
up new animal welfare laws that would take
away the authority South Dakota humane
societies had to investigate abuse calls . " As a
reaction to animal rights activities in the farm in-

Mouse Trap Offers Alternative
umane societies can raise funds and provide
an alternative to painful snap , poison, or
glue traps by selling the Smart Mouse Trap . First
introduced six years ago by Seabright Labora
tories, the trap catches mice alive and unharmed,
enabling them to be released back into the wild.
The Smart Mouse Trap not only protects mice ,
but is also safe for children and pets . Use of the
trap by parents will teach children a real life
lesson in compassion.
Made of plastic, the trap looks like a miniature
see-through house and operates on the same principle
as a humane cat trap . The user simply places a
cracker into a slot at one end of the house , then
pushes open the spring door at the opposite end.
When the mouse enters the trap during the night,

......_____________________Jcii

After the "freedom door" is removed, the trapped
mouse can chew through the cracker to escape.

the spring door closes behind it.
The mouse can be released outside the next day
through the "freedom door," which enables the
captor to avoid contact with the trapped mouse .
The mouse gains access t o the cracker only after
the freedom door is lifted; he must then gnaw
through the cracker to escape back to freedom.
According to Seabright, the trap works with or
without bait and is sensitive enough to catch even
the smallest mouse. It can also be used to recap
ture hamsters and pet mice.
The Smart Mouse Trap retails for $ 1 0 , but
humane groups can order cartons of 24 at $5 each
for sale to the public as fund-raisers . Send $ 1 2 0
check o r money order, along with your order on
agency letterhead, to Seabright Enterprises Ltd . ,
4 0 2 6 Harlan St. , Emeryville, C A 94608. Prepaid
orders include shipping and handling.

Pound Seizure Packet A vailable
s just about anyone in animal control can
attest, taking dogs and cats from animal
shelters for biomedical research and product
testing is an anachronistic practice that erodes
public trust in shelters and demoralizes shelter
staff. From the perspective of The HSUS and vir
tually every other humane organization nation
wide , pound seizure must be stopped.
That's why The HSUS has created its new
"Stop Pound Seizure" action kit. Designed to help
SHELTER SENSE/APRIL 1991 13

This mes � age can be clipped out an� re
_
REPRODUCIBLE
---------produced
m quantity by your local prmter
for distribution at schools, shopping centers, libraries, and other
locations. You can also purchase advertising space for it in your
local newspaper or use it in your organization's newsletter. Please
copy the Reproducible in its entirety.

local animal protec
tion groups and in
dividuals combat
pound seizure at
the state or local
level, the kit in
cludes a host of
materials and
guidelines to help
mount a successful
anti-pound-seizure campaign.
The packet features two educational pieces
aimed at the general public. A comprehensive fact
sheet, presented in question-and-answer format,
describes pound seizure and addresses the ethical
arguments that surround it. A separate brochure
focuses on how the practice of pound seizure
seriously undermines the proper role of animal
control facilities.
Three other publications round out the packet.
"Scientific Points," a 15-page booklet, effectively
refutes virtually every scientific argument put
forth by researchers on the value of using shelter
animals-called "random source" animals-as ex
perimental subjects for research.
The "Legislative Tips" booklet describes what
steps to take to ban pound seizure at the state
level, from repealing existing pound-seizure man
dates to drafting new legislation. Also included
are synopses of every state's laws regarding the
release of shelter animals for experimentation.
Finally, the "Media Guide Book" provides
guidelines on using the media to influence and
mobilize public opinion to your advantage during
a legislative campaign.
The complete "Stop Pound Seizure" Packet,
which includes one copy of each item and an
order form, is available for $5 from The HSUS,
2 1 00 L St. , NW, Washington, DC 20037.

dvertisements are free and limited to job
openings in humane organizations or animal
control departments. Ads must be submitted on
1 4 SHELTER SENSE/APRIL 1 99 1

your organization's letterhead no later than five
weeks before the month of the issue in which you
want your ad to appear. Please limit announce
ments to 50 words (including address). Sorry,
Shelter Sense cannot print "position wanted" ads.

Balloons floatin g
up into the sky
look pretty ,
but . . .

VETERINARIAN-Needed to supervise and per
form medical treatment of shelter animals. Must
have DEA license eligibility. Competitive salary,
no weekends or holidays, full- or part-time con
sidered. Send resume, letter of application to St.
Tammany Humane Society Executive Committee,
20384 Harrison Ave . , Covington, LA 70433.

what they can
do to animals and
the environment is
ugly.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR-The Lorain County
Animal Protective League seeks an experienced
grant writer and recipient, with strong public
relations, administrative, and financial manage
ment skills. Salary: Mid 20s with bonus, benefits.
Send resume to: H.I. S . , 39057 Center Ridge Rd. ,
North Ridgeville, OH 44039.

W

hat goes up must come down. You've probably
heard that before. But when it comes to
balloons, that fact is important to remember.
Just imagine , if hundreds of balloons filled with
helium go up, they must later come down to the
ground as hundreds of pieces of trash.
But if they come down in rivers, streams, or the ocean, balloons can also
hurt wildlife and marine animals who may think that a floating piece of
balloon is food. Animals who eat balloons can get sick or even die.
Do your part to keep the earth clean and protect animals from balloons.
Don't participate in balloon releases and ask your parents and teachers not
to have these events.
There are many other things you can do instead that are safe and fun!
Try having a kite day or planting trees and flowers to celebrate special
events.

SHELTER MANAGER-For Lakeland SPCA in
Florida. Must have knowledge of shelter manage
ment, public relations, fundraising, education, and
medical supervision, and must be a certified
euthanasia technician. Send resume to Debbie
Babbitt, 3440 East 540A, Lakeland, FL 338 1 3 .
KENNEL MANAGER-For the Virginia Beach
SPCA, which handles 7 ,500 pets annually. Re
quires veterinary technician certification or B.S.
in Animal Husbandry, plus three years experience
in related field. Duties include preventive health
care, nutrition, training and supervision of kennel
personnel, euthanasia, scheduling, ordering.
Salary: $ 1 8-24,000 DOE . Send resume, references
by May 1 5 , 1 99 1 , to Paul D. Rowan, DVM, c/o
Owl Creek Veterinary Hospital, 587 South Bird
neck Rd. , Virginia Beach, VA 2345 1 .
VETERINARY TECHNICIAN-To work with
staff veterinarian for humane society outside of
Columbus, Ohio. Will work in all aspects of
animal care ; primary responsibilities include
assistance with spay/neuter clinic. Excellent work
environment. For more information, contact Susan
E . Kopp, DVM, Staff Veterinarian, Humane Soci
ety of Delaware County, 4920 St. Rte. 37 East,
Delaware, OH 4301 5 ; (6 14) 369-7387.

Remember: What goes up
must come down.
(Th is space for you r organization ' s name and
phone n u mber).
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T h i s message provided by T h e H u m ane Society of t h e U nited States .

Sunny
By Phyllis Wright, HSUS Vice President for
Companion Animals
e have all shared our lives with special
animals. And I know when the day comes
that the veterinarian says, "There is nothing
more I can do, " and we make the final decision to
relieve our companion from pain and suffering,
none of us is ever prepared.
I faced that moment on February 1 7th, and
nothing in my 3 1 years of working with animals
has helped the pain and grief.
Sunny was the most handsome Palomino I had
ever seen. He was two years old then and still a
stallion, but already an outstanding companion
who loved to be with people and do his tricks, not
for sugar or carrots, but just for the fun of it and
to please me. When he didn't want to do
something, he'd stretch out his neck, lay his head
on my shoulder, close his eyes, and give me a nuz
zle. After that, it didn't matter what I had
wanted him to do.
He was also an excellent horse to ride , respond
ing to voice commands as easily as shifting gears
from walk to trot to canter.
We spent 27 years getting to know each other
our habits, our voice tones, the way we walked
and the way we felt. For 27 years, my morning
and evening routines were scheduled around
Sunny: he had breakfast by eight and dinner by
six. He knew I liked to sleep in on weekends, and
I knew he liked breakfast BY EIGHT O'CLOCK.
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When I did sleep in, I'd always know he'd be
standing there waiting, with one foot on the gate,
rattling it as if it would wake me . Maybe it did.
On cold nights, he got extra grain and hay.
Never much of a stall horse , he' d stand out in the
pasture on the coldest of nights, seeming more
content than ever to be under the stars and near
the trees. Keen to the sounds in the woods, Sunny
would let us know that fox or deer were near. I
never knew whether he thought of himself as
horse or human, or whether to him I was human
or horse . He seemed equally at home with
humans or other animals. In Waterford, Virginia,
at The HSUS Humane Education Center, Sunny
was a main attraction for kids who would gather
all around him as he stood patiently and with a
gentleness I had rarely seen before .
For 27 years, I looked forward to the evening
drive up the road where he would always be. Get
ting out of the car, heading into the house , I was
reminded by his whinny not to dally, but to
change clothes and bring him dinner and news of
the day. And always, there were those wonderful
nuzzles that only a horse can give, welcoming me
back to the quiet of home and family.
It is good that spirits remain. I know his will
out under the stars on a cold winter' s night and
down at the gate at suppertime .
On Sunday, we buried Sunny in the pasture just
up from the barn. As I left, I closed the gate and
put on the snap as usual, as if he might still try
to open it with that ever-nimble mouth. Perhaps
he will.
I miss him.
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